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Introductory hymn
The Cross is  l i f ted.  Any appropriate Hymn is  sung.

1 .  Ga ther ing  and  Opening  R i te1 .  Gather ing and Opening Rite
Leader :  In  the  name  of  the  Fa ther ,  and  of  the  Son ,  and  of  the  Holy

Spir i t .  
Leader :  In  the name of the Father ,  and of  the Son,  and of  the Holy
Spir i t .  

Leader :  Lord ,  teach  us  to  pray .

A l l :  Lord ,  f i l l  us  with  your  holy  spir i t .
Leader :  G lory  be  to  the  Fa ther  and  to  the  Son ,  and  to  the  Holy  Spir i t .
A l l :  As  i t  was  in  the  beginning  i s  now  and  ever  sha l l  be  world  without

end ,  Amen .

Leader:  Lord,  teach us to pray.
All :  Lord ,  f i l l  us with your holy spir i t .
Leader :  Glory be to the Father and to the Son,  and to the Holy Spir i t .
All :  As i t  was in the beginning is  now and ever shal l  be wor ld without
end,  Amen.

2.  Opening  Prayer2.  Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father ,  we thank You for twenty-f ive years of miss ionary
zeal ,  for every heart  touched,  every l i fe renewed,  and every young
person formed to proclaim Your love.  Grant us the grace to repent ,  to
turn away from every s in that weakens our witness and every fear
that keeps us from l iv ing the Gospel  boldly .  Cleanse our hearts ,  renew
our minds,  and make us worthy to carry Your Cross with humil i ty and
joy.  Heal  the wounds with in us ,  reconci le div ided communit ies ,  and
make us instruments of Your peace in our homes,  par ishes ,  campuses,
and workplaces .  As You once spoke from the Cross of San Damiano:
“Go, rebui ld my Church,  which you see is  fal l ing into ruin” ,  inspire in
us a new miss ionary f i re—to reach out to the lonely ,  the lost ,  and the 

Leader :Leader:

Any Apt hymn is sung which leads to short time of praise and worshipAny Apt hymn is sung which leads to short time of praise and worship

Brothers and s isters ,  as we are in the Jubi lee Cross process ion ,  we
walk in the footsteps of  Chr ist .  We carry His  Cross as a s ign of  our
desire to repent of s in,  be reconci led in love,  and rebui ld the Church
in  fa i th and hope.  Let  us assemble in His  name and venerate the Holy
Cross which is  both the s ign and symbol  of  our redemption in Chr ist .

All :  Amen.
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forgotten;  to accompany the young with compassion;  to br ing Your
l ight into the cultural  and spir i tual  deserts of  our t ime.  Bless th is
procession and al l  who take part  in i t ,  that Your mercy may renew our
hearts in peace,  love and joy.  We make th is  prayer through Chr ist  our
Lord,  Amen.

3.  Proclama t ion  of  the  Word3.  Proclamation of the Word
Reading  – 2 Corinthians  5:17–21Reading – 2 Corinthians 5:17–21

"We are ambassadors for Chr ist… be reconci led to God."
Reader:  The word of the Lord.
All :  Thanks be to God.

4.  Short  Ref lect ion4.  Short  Ref lect ion
Reflection: Ambassadors of Reconciliation and Rebuilders of God’s House

In  today’s reading from 2 Cor inthians 5 :17–21 ,  St .  Paul  reminds us of a
profound truth :  “ If  anyone is  in Christ ,  he is  a new creation;  the old
has passed away, behold,  the new has come.”  God has reconci led us
to Himself  through Chr ist ,  and—astonishingly—has entrusted to us the
ministry of reconci l iat ion .  We are cal led to be His ambassadors ,  His
representat ives ,  His  l iv ing instruments of heal ing in a broken world .
This  miss ion is  not abstract or d istant .  I t  is  deeply personal  and
urgent ly needed.  We l ive in a world hungry for peace,  for
understanding,  for unity .  And Paul  te l ls  us that God chooses to work
through our voices ,  our act ions ,  our forgiveness ,  and our love to
rebui ld what s in and div is ion have torn apart .  
This  cal l  echoes powerful ly the exper ience of St .  Francis of  Ass is i  at
the l i t t le  church of San Damiano.  Kneel ing before the crucif ix ,  Francis
heard the Lord speak:  “Francis ,  go and rebui ld my Church,  which as
you can see is  fal l ing into ruin.”  At  f i rst ,  he thought God l i teral ly
meant stone and wood.  And indeed,  he began to repair  the broken
chapel .  But soon he understood:  Chr ist  was cal l ing him to renew the
ent ire Church—through humil i ty ,  mercy,  compassion,  and radical
Gospel  l iv ing.  

THE JUBILEE CROSS 
PRAYER & REFLECTION



The message to Francis is  the message to us .  Chr ist  st i l l  speaks from
the Cross .
 He st i l l  cal ls  each of us by name.
 He st i l l  says :  “Rebui ld my Church.”
 Rebui ld i t  through reconci l iat ion.
 Rebui ld i t  through forgiveness .
 Rebui ld i t  by seeing every person as a new creat ion in Chr ist .  

To be an ambassador of reconci l iat ion means refusing to let  anger
have the last  word.  I t  means reaching across div ides ,  l istening with
compassion,  breaking the wal ls  and bui ld ing br idges,  heal ing wounded
relat ionships ,  and br inging God’s peace where the world expects
conf l ict .  I t  means al lowing Chr ist  to rebui ld us f i rst—our hearts ,  our
pr ior i t ies ,  our way of seeing others—so that we can help rebui ld His
Church from the ins ide out .  Brothers and s isters ,  may we accept th is
miss ion with the same courage and humil i ty as St .  Francis .  May we
become instruments of Chr ist ’s  peace,  workers for unity ,  and faithful
ambassadors of the God who reconci les al l  th ings to Himself .  And
may the Church—beginning in each one of us—be renewed,  restored,
and rebui l t  in  the love of Chr ist .  Amen.

3. B idding prayers for use during the procession .3. Bidding prayers for use during the procession.
Each pet i t ion ends with :
Lord,  in your mercy.
All :  Hear our prayer .

For  the  Holy  Cathol ic  ChurchFor the Holy Cathol ic Church
Let us pray for the Holy Cathol ic  Church throughout the world :
that guided by the Holy Spir i t  she may remain fai thful  in proclaiming
Christ ,  courageous in witnessing the Gospel ,  and steadfast in her
miss ion of mercy and reconci l iat ion.
Lord,  in your mercy…
All :  Hear our prayer .
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For  the  Pope ,  Cardina ls ,  B ishops ,  and  Pr iestsFor the Pope, Cardinals,  Bishops,  and Priests
For our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV,
and for al l  cardinals ,  b ishops,  pr iests ,  and deacons:
that the Lord may strengthen them in hol iness ,
sustain them with wisdom,
and make them faithful  ambassadors of Chr ist .
Lord,  in your mercy…
All :  Hear our prayer .

For  Jesus  Youth  UK  in  i ts  S i lver  Jubi lee  YearFor Jesus Youth UK in its Si lver Jubi lee Year
For the Jesus Youth movement in the UK ,  celebrat ing twenty-f ive
years of miss ionary presence:  that every member may be renewed in
zeal , fa i thful  to the movement ’s  cal l  that “once a missioner,  always a
missioner , ”  and empowered to br ing Chr ist  to the per ipher ies of
society .
Lord,  in your mercy…
All :  Hear our prayer .

For  the  Jubi lee  Cross  ProcessionFor the Jubi lee Cross Procession
For the Jubi lee Cross that journeys across our land,  and for al l  who
part ic ipate in ,  pray with ,  or  guide th is  procession:  that each step may
be f i l led with the grace of Jubi lee,  br inging repentance,  heal ing,  and
deep renewal to every heart  i t  touches .
Lord,  in your mercy…
All :  Hear our prayer .

For  Vocat ions  to  Pr iesthood  and  Rel igious  L i feFor Vocations to Priesthood and Rel igious Life
For an increase in holy vocat ions to the pr iesthood,  re l ig ious l i fe ,  and
miss ionary service :  that young men and women may l isten to the
Lord’s  cal l  with generosity and courage,  and become l iv ing witnesses
of Chr ist ’s  love in the world .
Lord,  in your mercy…
All :  Hear our prayer .
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For  Renewa l  in  Famil ies  and  Among  YouthFor Renewal in Famil ies and Among Youth
For our fami l ies ,  youth,  and chi ldren:  that the Holy Spir i t  may rekindle
unity in homes,  pur i fy relat ionships with forgiveness ,  and guide the
r is ing generat ion to l ive their  fa i th with convict ion and joy.
Lord,  in your mercy…

All :  Hear our prayer .

To L ive the Message of the Jubilee Cross :  Repent , Reconcile , RebuildTo Live the Message of the Jubilee Cross: Repent, Reconcile, Rebuild
For the grace to ful ly receive the message of the Jubi lee Cross—to
repent of s in and turn wholeheartedly to God;  to reconci le with one
another as Chr ist  reconci led the world to Himself ;  and to rebui ld the
Church with renewed love and miss ionary commitment .  May we
become true “new creations”  in  Chr ist ,  entrusted with the ministry of
reconci l iat ion.
Lord,  in your mercy…
All :  Hear our prayer .

For  Transformat ion  Through  ChristFor Transformation Through Christ
That th is  Jubi lee season may deepen our ident i ty as ambassadors of
Chr ist ,  strengthen our fai th ,  and renew our miss ion to br ing the l ight
of the Gospel  to al l  we meet .
Lord,  in your mercy…
All :  Hear our prayer .

Leader :  Leader:  
Let us surrender our personal  intent ions and the prayers of our loved
ones,  together with these intent ions ,  and offer them up to the Father
in Heaven as we pray together .
Our Father…
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All :  Amen.

Leader :Leader:
May the Lord bless us and keep us .  May the Lord make His face shine
upon us and be gracious to us .  May the Lord l i f t  up His countenance
upon us and give us peace.
All :  Amen.

4.  F ina l B lessing4.  Final Blessing

Leader :Leader:
May the Holy Spir i t  guide our steps as we go forth to l ive the gospel ,
br inging Chr ist ’s  l ight  to the world .  
All :  Amen.

Leader :Leader:
The Lord bless us ,  and keep us from al l  ev i l ,  and br ing us to the
everlast ing l i fe .   
All :  Amen.

Leader :Leader:
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All :  Thanks be to God.

Leader :Leader:
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus,
You have walked with us on th is  p i lgr image of the Cross .  May the
seeds of repentance take root ,  may reconci l iat ion f lour ish ,  and may
Your Church be rebui l t  through our witness ,  our service ,  and our love.
Remain with us ,  Lord,  and make us l iv ing s igns of Your mercy.  You
who l ive and reign for ever and ever .

Concluding Hymn
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