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As Jesus Youth UK celebrates twenty-f ive years of miss ionary
presence in the United Kingdom, the Jubi lee Cross In i t iat ive
stands at the heart  of  th is  sacred season of thanksgiv ing,
renewal ,  and recommitment .  Al igned with the Cathol ic
Church’s  Franciscan Jubi lee proclaimed by the Holy Father ,
th is  in i t iat ive invi tes every par ish ,  fami ly ,  and prayer group
to walk together as pi lgr ims of hope,  rediscover ing
reconci l iat ion,  forgiveness ,  and renewed love for Chr ist  and
His Church.

INTRODUCTION

The Jubi lee Cross wi l l  journey across al l  e ight Jesus Youth
regions of the UK,  v is i t ing churches,  households ,  and prayer
gather ings .  As i t  travels ,  i t  becomes a v is ib le s ign of grace
passed from one community to another ,  unit ing the
movement in prayer and miss ion dur ing th is  Jubi lee year .  The
cross also contains soi l  col lected from pi lgr image spots
with in each of the e ight regions,  embedded in the base of the
cross .  

St  Francis of  Ass is i ,  the patron saint  of  the Jesus Youth
Movement ,  stands as the inspirat ion of th is  in i t iat ive .  His  l i fe
of radical  d isc ipleship ,  joyful  s impl ic i ty ,  deep prayer ,  and
courageous obedience to Chr ist  cont inues to inspire Jesus
Youth to l ive the Gospel  with humil i ty and miss ionary zeal .  In
a str ik ing providence,  the Franciscan Jubi lee Year was
proclaimed after the Jubi lee Cross—based on the San
Damiano Cross—had already been f inal ised,  an al ignment
that ref lects the work of the Holy Spir i t  in  guiding the
movement .  
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The Jubi lee Cross of Jesus Youth UK is  inspired by the San
Damiano Cross ,  the sacred icon before which St  Francis of
Assis i  heard the voice of Chr ist  cal l ing him to “go and rebui ld
my Church.”  Unl ike many crucif ixes that focus pr imari ly on
suffer ing,  the San Damiano Cross presents Chr ist  al ive ,
upr ight ,  and v ictor ious ,  reveal ing the mystery of the Crucif ied
and Risen Lord as one saving real i ty .

Chr ist ’s  eyes are open,
His body strong and
serene,  His  arms
outstretched in a
gesture of welcome.
This is  not a Chr ist
overcome by death,  but
the Lord who reigns
from the Cross ,  drawing
al l  people into His
redeeming love.

By choosing a San
Damiano–style cross ,
Jesus Youth UK recal ls
i ts  own cal l ing:  to
respond afresh to
Chr ist ’s  inv i tat ion to
rebui ld the Church
through l ives rooted in
prayer ,  humi l i ty ,
obedience,  and
miss ionary zeal .

THE SAN DAMIANO CROSS:
A LIVING ICON 
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Mary  and  John  Mary and John 

UNDERSTANDING THE
ICONOGRAPHY OF THE CROSS
Every detai l  of  the San Damiano Cross proclaims the Gospel
v isual ly :

Chr ist  a t  the  CentreChrist  at  the Centre
Jesus stands tal l  and dignif ied,  c lothed in
a s imple garment .  His  open eyes aff i rm
that He is  al ive and present .  His
outstretched arms welcome al l  into
reconci l iat ion and mercy.  
The  Ha lo  with  the  CrossThe Halo with the Cross

The golden halo marked with the Cross
reveals Chr ist ’s  d iv ine glory shin ing
through His self-giv ing love.

Standing close to Jesus are Mary,  His
Mother ,  and St  John,  the beloved
disc iple .  They represent fai thful
disc ipleship—remaining with Chr ist  even
at the foot of the Cross .

Mary  Magda lene ,  Mary  the  mother  of  James ,  and  O therMary Magdalene,  Mary the mother of James,  and Other
These f igures show the community of
bel ievers gathered around the Cross ,
reminding us that fai th is  l ived together ,
not alone.
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The  Roman  Centur ion  The Roman Centur ion 
Shown point ing toward Chr ist ,  the
centur ion symbol ises convers ion—
recognis ing Jesus as the Son of God.

The  Cock  a t  the  BottomThe Cock at the Bottom

The cock recal ls  Peter ’s  denial  and
repentance,  a powerful  s ign of mercy,
forgiveness ,  and restorat ion.

Chr ist  Ascending  a t  the  TopChrist  Ascending at the Top

Together ,  these images proclaim that the Cross is  not an end,
but a doorway to hope,  renewal ,  and v ictory .

Above the Cross ,  Chr ist  is  shown
ascending in glory,  accompanied by
angels .  This  assures us that the path of
obedience and sacr if ice leads to
resurrect ion and new l i fe .
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ST FRANCIS AND 
THE CALL TO REBUILD

Kneel ing before the San Damiano Cross ,  St  Francis of  Ass is i
heard Chr ist  say:  “Go,  rebui ld my Church.”  

What began as the physical  repair  of  a smal l  chapel  became
a l i fe long miss ion to renew the Church spir i tual ly—through
humil i ty ,  poverty ,  reconci l iat ion,  and radical  love for the
Gospel .  Francis learned that true renewal begins with in the
heart ,  a l lowing Chr ist  to transform us before we attempt to
transform the world

For Jesus Youth,  th is  cal l  cont inues today.  The Jubi lee Cross
invites each member,  fami ly ,  and community to l isten anew to
Chr ist ’s  voice and to become instruments of renewal in the
Church and society .
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RELEVANCE IN THE SILVER
JUBILEE YEAR
As Jesus Youth UK marks i ts  S i lver Jubi lee,  the Jubi lee Cross
stands as a s ign of grat i tude for God’s fai thfulness over the
past twenty-f ive years .  I t  inv i tes the movement to go out into
the world with renewed miss ionary zeal .  

Every household that receives the Cross is  inv i ted to become
a l iv ing witness of Chr ist ’s  love,  a l lowing Him to rebui ld
hearts ,  fami l ies ,  and communit ies—so that the Church may
shine more br ight ly in our t ime.

Echoing the Jubi lee theme of “Renewed in Love and Radiant
in Spir i t , ”  the Cross cal ls  us to reconci l iat ion with God and
one another ,  heal ing of memories ,  and a deeper trust  in
God’s grace as we step into the future .

As the Jubi lee Cross journeys through homes,  par ishes ,  and
prayer groups across the UK,  i t  becomes a l iv ing s ign of
Jubi lee grace being shared.  I ts  p i lgr image cal ls  us to :  

THE PURPOSE OF THE JUBILEE
CROSS JOURNEY 

Repentance and reconci l iat ion 
Renewal of  personal  and communal fai th 
A renewed commitment to miss ion 
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