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INTRODUCTION

As Jesus Youth UK celebrates twenty-five years of missionary
presence in. the United Kingdom, the Jubilee Cross Initiative
stands at the heart of this sacred season of thanksgiving,
renewal, and . recommitment. “Aligned ‘with the Catholic
Church s FrancisconfdUltes gio c laimged- by the Hoely Father;
thiscinitigtive finvites ®very parish. fomity. ard¥prayer group
to. walk »tagether: &S' pilgtims Mol Chpey EEdiscovering
reconciliation, forgiveness, and renewed love for Christ and
HiseChureti

The Jubilee Cross will journey across all eight Jesus Youth
regions of the UK, visiting churches, households, and prayer
gatherings. As it travels, it becomes. a' visible sign of grace
passedirom “ighes communitge o o ahother « Yuniting. sthe
movement in prayer and mission during this Jubilee year. The
cross. @iso  contdins soil collected«irom #pifgrimdge . spots
within-each of the eight regions, embedded in the base of the
CHOSS,

St Francis~ 01t Assigi cthe vpatron saint ot *whe Ljesusrouth
Movement, stands as the inspiration of this initiative. His life
of radical discipleship, joyful simplicity, deep prayer, and
courageous obedience to Christ continues to inspire Jesus
Youth to'live the Gospel with' humility: and missionary zeal. In
a striking providence, the Franciscan Jubilee Year was
proclaimed after the Jubilee Cross—based on the San
Damiano Cross—had already been finalised, an alignment
that reflects the workiiof dthe ‘HoOlY Spirit. in <guwiding ' the
movement.
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THE SAN DAMIANO CROSS:
A LIVING ICON

The. . JubileeiCross oglesiimry'eliml K (s’ inspiwed: by . the Sdn
Damiano «CGrossthe sagiediicom: beitare whicgh 1St Franegis’ . of
Assisicheard'the vaileeiofChrist calling, him $o0/5go and -rebuild
my“Church.” Unlike, maay cpucifixes thatl fecus primarilyson
sutfering,the “Sansbamiong " @rossispnesents.  Christ alive;
vpright, and victorious, revealing the masterysoi the Crucified
and-Risen:tord as onewgaving reality:

San Damiano Cross His body strong and

i serene, His arms
The Right Hand of The Father 5

outstretched in a

Jesus Ascends == . 3

toHeaven | iNEEe overcome by death; bt
Emgly Tomb P Empty Tomb e o Lord ivhe v reigns
Entrance with ¥ o e Entrance with from the Cross, drawing

|| Angels : ! / : 2

3 Bt all people into His

redeeming love.

{4 Mary, Mother

St. John SR Il 'f ! of James, and Jesus Youth UK recalls
Soldier with 48| : its own calling: to
the Lance 'l g T B respond afresh to
' CREISt: s invitation to
rebuild the Church
: i through lives rooted in
Apostle Looking ({4 prayer, humility,

up to Heaven

(rather worn) WG 3 obedience, and

missionary zeal.
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Christ’s eyes are open;

gesture of welcome.
Thiser g dwol~"a. CHrst

= B e rhoosig - a iSah
Our Lady and j Mary Magdalene.@ Domiano-style cross,
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UNDERSTANDING THE
ICONOGRAPHY OF THE CROSS

Every detail of the San Damiano Cross proclaims the Gospel
visually:

« Christ at the Centre

Jesus stands tall and dignified, clothed in
a simple garment. His open eyes affirm
thall - Her dsoalive Saand > 2pre seid Hi's
outstretched arms'  ‘welcome @ all into
reconciliation and mercuy.

« The Halo with the Cross
Ther,golden halo ‘marked with' the¥Cross

reveals Christ’s i divine glory “shining
through His self-giving love.

 Mary and John
Standing close’ fo Jesus are Mary, His
Mother. < angd’ . Sleialahn faias s belaved
disciple. They represent faithful

discipleship—remaining with Christ even
at' the foot of the Cross.

- Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Other

These figures. show the community of
believers gathered around the Cross,
reminding us that faith is lived.together,
not alone.
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« The Roman Centurion

Shown.: pointing. Toward  Christ.i ithe
centurion symbolises conversion—
recognising Jesus das the Son of God.

« The Cock at the Bottom

The cock recalls Peter’s denial and
repentance, a powerful sign of mercy,
forgiveness, and restoration.

« Christ Ascending at the Top

AboveE - the L rossuiiGhirstis 1S #showr
ascending in glory, accompanied by
angels. This assures us that the path of
obedience and sacrifice leads to
resurrection and new life.

Together, these images proclaim that the Cross is not an end,
but a doorway to hope, renewal, and victory.



ST FRANCIS AND
THE CALL TO REBUILD

Kneeling before the San Damiano Cross, St Francis of Assisi
heard Christ say: “Go, rebuild my Church.”

What began as the physical repair of aismall chapel became
a lifelong mission to renew the Church spiritually—through
humility, “poverty, reconciliation, and radical’ love for the
Gospel. Francis learned that true renewal begins within the
heart, allowing Christ to transform us before we attempt to
transform the world

For Jesus Youth, this call continues today. The Jubilee Cross
invites each member, family, and community to listen anew to
Christ’s voice and to become instruments of renewal in the
Church and society.
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RELEVANCE IN THE SILVER
JUBILEE YEAR

As Jesus Youth UK marks its. Silver Jubilee, the Jubilee Cross
stands as a sign of gratitude for God’s faithfulness over the
pastitwenty:five Yegrseliiimyiies The movement 1o0.go outiinto
the world with renewed missionary zeal.

Echoing the Jubilee theme of “Renewed.in Love and Radiant
N Spiritieithe, Cross *eglls «wsito, regonelliatidn with God and
one another, healing 'of memories, and a deeper trust in
God’s grace as we step into the future.

THE PURPOSE OF THE JUBILEE
CROSS JOURNEY

As the Jubilee Cross journeys through homes, parishes, and
prayer groups across the UK, it becomes a living sign of
Jubdlee grace being shared:. [ts\pllgrimage calls 'us/to;

« Repentance and reconciliation
e Renewal of personal and communal faith
e Arenewed commitment to mission

Every household that receives the Cross is invited to become
a living witness “of, Christis Jove, /allowing  Him: to: rebuild
hearts, families, and communities—so that the Church may
shine more brightly in our time.



